
From Befriender Monica. 

"I recommend The Bee-
keeper from Aleppo by 
Christy Lefteri. 

This is an excellent book 
about the journey of a 
couple from Aleppo in 
Syria to Britain. It is a 
captivating story and 
beautifully written,    
exploring loss, resili-
ence, hope and love. 

When I read this book it reminded me that our 
lives can change in a moment and that in other 
circumstances it could be me or my family who 
are forced to become refugees." 

"A second book I can recommend is Hara Hotel 
by Teresa Thornhill. Thornhill documents her 
experience of volunteering at a migrant camp on 
the Greece-Macedonia border in 2016 as thou-
sands of migrants from Syria (and other troubled 
countries) became trapped when borders closed 

in the Balkan area. 

At the camp she befriend-
ed many refugees, includ-
ing a young Syrian Kurd, 
Juwan. The remarkable 
story of his journey to 
Europe is woven through 
the book along with a 
synopsis of the historical 
context explaining the 
predicament of the refu-
gees." 

From Befriender and Trustee Sarah. 
 
"I highly recommend The Unforgotten Coat, by Frank Cottrell 
Boyce. This is actually a children’s book, but one I’ve read and re
-read. I think it’s quite exceptional. It also has the benefit of being 
reasonably short! 
 
It's a very difficult book to condense into a paragraph without 
omitting really important elements, but the story is that of a pair of 
Mongolian brothers who end up in a school in Bootle, and the girl 
who's their classmate, who they appoint as their 'good guide'. 
The characters are so remarkable, so well-drawn, that the reader 
can't help but be pulled into their situation. Reading it as an adult, the boys' fate, and the 
girl's unwitting part in it is quite heart wrenching (though with an ultimately happier end-
ing). 
 
The stimulus for the novel which is explained at the end (a real school, a real child from 
Mongolia, and real coat left behind) is also very affecting. 
I’ve attached a review of the book which explains its charm and significance better than I 
can in a paragraph!" 

from staff member Kat. 

"I would have to recommend Nujeen: One Girl's Incredible Journey 

from War-Torn Syria in a Wheelchair. I read it a few years ago after 

seeing her interviewed. Nujeen is really warm and intelligent with a 

lovely sense of humour, and her and her sister’s journey really 

taught me something about the migrant experience, especially those 

migrating on foot and boat to Europe. 

Ultimately though, Nujeen really captures what it’s like to leave a 

home you never had any plans to leave, and how much resilience is 

needed when your whole world is turned upside down. I would recommend it 

as a great read from age 13 and up." 

And lastly from Sarah, a book of  

recipes collated from refugees in 

the camp on Samos. It's full of 

great  recipes from the areas that 

many of those there come from 

(mainly Syria, Iraq and Afghani-

stan/East Asia). 

100% of the profit goes to the       

organisation working over there, and you can pur-

chase it direct here https://displaceddishes.com/ 

From Befriender and Office volunteer Barbara. 
 
“The book is a non fiction account of the Israli/Palastinian conflict: 
The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan. 
 
It is a well researched book of the conflict and can be difficult to read 
at times, it is very detailed and includes many incidents that I re-
member but also provides much information that was new to me. 
The author tries hard not to pass judgement on either side of this 
relentless conflict. 
 
What could be a fairly dry account is brought to life by the true story 
of a remarkable friendship that endured throughout the conflict. Bashir is a Palistinian 
activist who revisits the home built by his father from which his family was driven 20 
years previously. He is welcomed inside by a young Jewish woman Dalia. Her family 
settled in the house after fleeing Bulgaria after the 2nd world war.  
 
Bashir never gave up his belief in a UN mandate that Palistinians have the right of re-
turn to their homes. As we know many remain refugees. Dalia brings empathy and 
compassion for his plight and their friendship gives the book humanity.” 

Refugee Week in the Centre 

Finally, for the first time since March, we were able to go back into YWIRC 

where we ran a workshop in the Sports Hall with a number of activities. To 

commemorate Refugee Week participants created safe spaces in shoe box-

es as part of the Giant Dolls' House initiative . 

In addition we offered an animation drawing component using the animation 

created by Majid Adin to the music of Elton John's Rocket Man  which was 

playing on a large screen. Additional animations were used from to encour-

age storyboards to be drawn from https://positivenegatives.org/comics-

animations/ 

 

A round up of our volunteer and staff book recommendations, as 

part of Refugee week’s #simpleacts, to read a book about Exile. And 

an update from activities in the centre 

http://blogs.slj.com/afuse8production/2011/08/23/review-of-the-day-the-unforgotten-coat-by-frank-cottrell-boyce/?fbclid=IwAR1Amv8D8J1KgcIcSlrqybcd-4vM4zemltLg1SymOeNvCLYfsn58cGnhBlA
https://displaceddishes.com/
https://giantdollshouse.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtVBCG6ThDk
https://positivenegatives.org/comics-animations/
https://positivenegatives.org/comics-animations/

